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Examples – West Lindsey’s NPs



Examples - NPs



Examples NPs made or almost 

Made/Adopted

• Caistor, Dunholme, Nettleham, Saxilby, Welton, 

Scotter, Scothern, Riseholme, Brattleby, Lea, 

Osgodby, Great Limber, Cherry Willingham 

Willoughton, Glentworth, Spridlington, Sudbrooke, 

Scotton, Gainsborough, Morton, Bishop Norton and 

Atterby, Corringham

Examination / Referendum

• Sturton by Stow and Stow

Submission

• Hemswell and Harpswell, Hemswell Cliff



Examples NPs underway

Draft Consultation

• Waddingham, Keelby

Draft in preparation / designated

• Bardney, Fiskerton, Ingham, Reepham, Laughton, 

Normanby by Spital, Owmby by Spital, Grasby, South 

Kelsey, Langworth, Northorpe, Greetwell, Hackthorn

and Cold Hanworth, Upton and Kexby, Scampton

Pre Designation

• Marton, Newton on Trent, Torksey, Willingham by 

Stow, North Carlton, Broxholme, Tealby, Blyton, 

Swinhope



Examples NPs future - review 

In the future

• Market Rasen, Middle Rasen, Brookenby, Burton, Burton 

Waters, Nettleton, North Kelsey, Torksey Lock, New Toft, 

East Stockwith, Laughterton, Fillingham, Rothwell, North 

Owersby, Knaith Park, Swallow, Moortown, Walesby, 

Wickenby, Holton le Moor, Riby, Springthorpe, East Ferry, 

Legsby, Searby, Bigby, Cammeringham, Claxby, Snitterby, 

Thoresway, Holton cum Beckering, Lissington, North 

Willingham, Fenton, Faldingworth, Glentham

Being reviewed

• Caistor, Nettleham, Scothern, Dunholme



What is a neighbourhood plan?

• introduced by Localism Act 2011

• gives communities powers to shape their  areas

• used to decide planning applications in the parish

• NP is a document written by the community

• a statutory planning document part of Development Plan



Development Plan 

• National Planning Policy Framework – NPPF

• in accordance with Development Plan unless other 

material considerations

• Development Plan for West Lindsey

≈ Central Lincolnshire Local Plan - strategic

≈ Neighbourhood Plans - detailed



NPPF



Local Plan 



Local Plan - map



Local Plan - policy



Neighbourhood Plan format

• A4 sized document about 30 pages long

• key sections

≈ intro / background / history

≈ consultation outcomes / objectives / aims

≈ proposals/policy map

≈ policies

≈ aspirations



NP proposals/policy map



NP policy section



NP content 

o residential development 

o new housing sites / affordable housing site

o infill sites / housing types - mixes

o development boundary / limits 

o design codes / character areas

o boundary treatments (walls/hedgerows/fences)

o business uses / town centre  

o community facilities 

o notable buildings  

o local green spaces

o tourism



NP content  

o important views/ landscape 

o green belts/ wedges / watercourses 

o trees / woodland / hedges

o parking issues/ parking standards

o wildlife areas / nature conservation

o rural diversification 

o rights of way/ walking/ cycling

o sustainability/net biodiversity gain/health 

and well being/active travel/climate 

change / renewable energy



What a NP is not

• only issues that require planning permission

• not all local concerns

• not many highways issues - bus times, speeding, 

• not a guidebook/history to the parish

• cannot influence things outside the parish

• can include community aspirations /CIL contributions



Preparing a NP

• support

• consultation, events, questionnaire survey

• vision and objectives 

• housing sites / developed footprint 

• character appraisal 

• local green space / notable buildings / important views



Support - WLDC



Support - Locality 

• Funding basic grant £10k

• Free technical support 

packages

• Design codes/housing 

need

• PC/Steering group and 

Locality



Support - planning consultant

• most NPs employ a consultant

• works successfully

• use Locality grant funding

• fully qualified and experienced

• local examples 

• involved start to finish



Housing sites



Developed footprint



Character appraisal



Local green spaces



Notable buildings



Important views



NP stages - roles

• designation     PC/WLDC

• prepare draft NP   PC 

• draft NP consultation     PC

• submission NP consultation      PC/WLDC

• examination and referendum     WLDC

• making of NP   WLDC / PC



Draft NP stage 

• draft produced by PC

• including supporting documents

• WLDC advice and support only

• planning consultant and Locality assistance

• it is the PC’s NP

• 6+ weeks  consultation

• consultation run by PC

• consult interested bodies 

• responses dealt with by PC



Draft NP stage  



Submission stage 

• handover of NP to WLDC

• WLDC takes lead for final stages

• PC must provide submission documents:-

- submission version of plan (updated draft NP) 

- basic conditions statement

- consultation statement

- SEA/HRA screening report

- other supporting documents



Submission stage



Submission stage



Examination stage



Examination stage

• submission stage completed

• representations received

• examination stage begins

• selection of examiner  WLDC  PC/TC

• led by WLDC in agreement with PC/TC



Examination stage



Referendum stage 



Referendum stage

‘Do you want West Lindsey District Council to use the

neighbourhood plan for XXX Parish to help it decide

planning applications in the neighbourhood area?’

If there is a ‘yes’ vote at the referendum, then WLDC will

‘make’ (adopt) the Plan in order for it to be used for planning

decisions.



Making of NP stage

• adoption/completion/making/make/made

• referendum result published

• report to Full Council to make NP

• now forms part of Development Plan 

• planning application decisions in accordance with DP 

unless other material considerations dictate otherwise



Making of NP stage



Next steps

• designate parish as a NP area

• set up a NP steering group

• agree MoU between PC and NSG

• access Locality funding

• appoint a planning consultant

• community engagement

• prepare draft NP


